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MEXICO. 

Smallpox in C. P. Diaz. 

Eagle Pass, Tex., January 10, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that a rumor being current that 
smallpox existed in C. P. Diaz, I made an examination and found 1 case 
of varicella. Examined the death reports in the alcalde' s office, and con- 
sulted the city physician. The ordinary Mexican "pallows" do not 
receive treatment for smallpox, consequently there is no record of cases ; 
however, every American in 0. P. Diaz will tell you that smallpox is 
prevalent there, but, as they express it, "we can run no chances in 
informing." Our vigilant watch will be maintained, and it is next to 
impossible for the disease to reach Eagle Pass. 

Very respectfully, Lea Hume, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, V. S. M. H. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

TURKEY. 

Sanitary report from Constantinople. 
[Report 206.] 

Constantinople, December 28, 1898. 

The number of deaths registered in Constantinople from the 12th to 
the 26th instant is 497, of which 1 is from scarlet fever, 6 from measles, 
9 from diphtheria, 9 from typhoid fever, and 34 from smallpox. 

TyphmA fever. — I have already written in my previous report about 
the typhoid fever cases which broke out in the French school of N. D. 
de Sion as a consequence of having distributed to the pupils well water. 
I reported 9 cases, with 3 deaths. At the last sitting of the international 
sanitary commission it was stated that the number of deaths among 
said typhoid fever cases was 5 instead of 3. Several other typhoid 
fever cases are reported in the different suburbs of Constantinople, but 
1 do not suppose there will break out an epidemic, as that of smallpox. 
The sanitary news from the provinces is good. 

It has been announced that 3,000 pilgrims have already landed at 
Djiddah. 

Stringent orders have been given to the naval and military authorities 
of the province of Yemen by the grand vizier in order to prevent san- 
itary smuggling. Sambuks and other craft sailing without the neces- 
sary ship' 8 papers will be tugged to Cameran. 

The Russian sanitary commissioner, Dr. Karakanowsky, has communi- 
cated to the sanitary board that the Russian Government has already sent 
a Russian physician to Djiddah whose duty will be to observe the pil- 
grimage of this year and see if any plague case breaks out. Said physi- 
cian is a bacteriologist. 

Sanitary improvements in Hungary. — The consular report from the Otto- 
man consular-general in Budapest has been communicated to the sani- 
tary board, by which he notifies his government of the sanitary improve- 
ments which took place in Hungary. As a consequence of said sanitary 
improvements no epidemics, he states, broke out in that kingdom. 
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Another consequence is that the number of deaths in 1897 is less than 
that which occurred in 1896. In the latter year the number of deaths 
registered in the Kingdom of Hungary was 455,969, and during 1897 
453,715 deaths only have been registered. In 1891 there were 39.4 
deaths per thousand inhabitants,, and in 1897 said number is 27.9 
per thousand. The infectious diseases do not present the intensity 
they use to, and except scarlet fever, the other zymotic diseases have 
abated. Diphtheria cases proved fatal in 50 per cent of cases, except 
those treated with serum, when the mortality was 19 per cent. The 
number of deaths from tuberculosis was during 1896, 61,597. During 
1897 said number was 59,960. It has been decided that 10,000 florins 
will be spent in order to build and establish sanatoria for consumptives. 
If zymotic diseases have abated the number of insane has, on the con- 
trary, increased. During the year 1897 the number of lunatics treated 
in public asylums was 266 more than in the previous year 1896. and 411 
more than in the private ones, i. e., 677 more insane than usually. Steps 
have been taken in order to establish an insane colony where 1,000 
patients could be attended. 

Mortality in Paris. — At the same time the Annuaire Statistique de la 
Ville de Paris has been forwarded to the sanitary board, I quote from 
it that in a population of 2,511,629, according to the census of 1896 
(March the 29th), 50,509 deaths have been registered, of which 6,327 
were under 1 year. I should lite to make a comparison with the 
death rate of Constantinople, but there is no census known. The num- 
ber of deaths registered during the year 1897-1898 (1st of March, 1897, 
to the end of February, 1898,) is 12,399, of which 887 were children 
under 1 year. In the Constantinople statistics there is no question of 
stillborn and may state, according to what has been said in the sittings 
of the international sanitary commission, that many burials are made 
without any permission and without any notification to the local 
authorities, in spite of the stringent orders and the irades issued. 
* * * * * * * 

Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 
U. S. Sanitary Commissioner. 

FOREIGN STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Australia — Queensland — Brisbane. — Month of November, 189& 
Estimated population, 105,734. Total number of deaths, 237, including 
diphtheria, 4 ; measles, 20 ; scarlet fever, 23 ; whooping cough, 5, and 
13 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

New South Wales— Sydney.— Month of November, 1898. Estimated 
population, 417,250. Total number of deaths, 631, including measles, 
12; whooping cough, 64, and 39 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Colombia— Cartagena— Month of December, 1898. Estimated popu- 
lation, 25,000. Total number of deaths, 41. No contagious diseases 
reported. 

Prance— Rouen.— Month of November, 1898. Estimated population, 
112,657. Total number of deaths, 194, including diphtheria, 1 ; enteric 
fever, 2, and 30 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Great Britain— England and Wales.— The deaths registered ' in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended December 31, 



